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PUBLIC LAWS 815 AND 87h 
and 


THEIR EFFECT ON THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Since the inception of Public Laws 815 and 87), Massachusetts has 
been a very active participant. From a small number of approximately five 
applicants for P. L. 87h aid, the number of applicants has increased to about 
175. Massachusetts has nearly one-half of all the applicants in the six 
New England States, 

Public Laws 815 and 87) were instituted to alleviate the burden on 
local educational agencies caused by the impact of Federally-connected pupils 
on public school enrollment, 

Massachusetts receives P. L. 87h aid under Section 3, which states 
"Decreased local revenues by reason of tax-exempt status of Federal property 
constituting place of residence of children or place of employment of par- 
ents." The two categories under which Massachusetts makes application for 
P, L. 87 are Category "A" or Subsection 3(a) and Category "B" or Subsection 
3(b). 

Category "A" authorizes financial assistance to local educational 
agencies providing free public education for children who reside on Federal 
property with a parent employed on Federal property situated in whole or in 
part in the same State as the school district or within reasonable commuting 
distance of such school district, or who reside on Federal property and have 
a parent on active duty in the Armed Forces, 

Category "B" authorizes the same assistance as Category "A" to the 
local educational agencies which provide free public education to children 
who either reside on Federal property or reside with a parent employed on 


Federal property situated in whole or in part in the same State as the school 
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district or situated within a reasonable commuting distanee of the school 
district, and for "Armed Forces" children under certain circumstances, 

Public Law 815 provides Federal financial assistance for con- 
struction by local educational agencies of urgently needed minimum school 
facilities in school districts which have had substantial increases in 
school membership due to new or increased Federal activities, This aid is 
also available for construction of minimum school facilities by local edu- 
cational agencies where many pupils reside on tax-exempt Federal properties, 
mainly Indian reservations, as well as for the construction of minimum 
school facilities by the Federal Government on Federal property (such as 
Army, Navy, and Air Force installations) when no State or local educational 
agency can legally do so. The grants are based on Section 5 (increase in 
Federally-connected membership) and Section 1); (number of children residing 
on Federal property and for whom responsible local agencies are financially 
unable to provide needed minimum school facilities). 

From 1951 through September 30, 1960, there were 21 projects ap- 
proved, 216 classrooms provided, and 6113 children housed for Massachusetts 
P, L. 815 applicants, 

Following this brief history of Public Laws 815 and 87), in con- 
nection with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, there is a cummlative 
listing of the total number of P, L. 815 applicants and the total reserved 
Federal funds from 1951 to 1961, together with the total number of P, lL. 
87 applicants and the net entitlements for each year from 1951 to 1961, 

Three tables containing data pertinent to Public Laws 815 and 


87h concerning Massachusetts applicants are included in this pamphlets 
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INFORMATION PERTINENT TO P, L, 815 AND P, L, 87), 
YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1951 - JUNE 30, 1961 


. ie otseas Neer iplicants | 
Year Pit ley ols Amount Pe be rl Amount:++ 
1951 3 $301, 383 .00%* 16 $317, 56l6)6 
1952 5 561,17,00% 19 136,750.14 
ngD3 5 561,174.00% 19 icy ans 0) lane 
195 6 750, 383.00 32 762,301.00 
m5 7 90), 063.00 38 937 , 865.00 
1956 12 1, 611, 603.00 h9 1,086, l:.8h.00 
i757 13 1,856,103,00 93 2,050, 382,00 
1958 19 2,321, 358,00 115 2,905,593,,00 
1959 23 3,10,577.00 139 l,110,602,00 
1960 2 Batt) 9, ht 00 156 Bech. bt t.00 
1961 28 6,351, 750.00 162 6,268, 216,00 


*These figures are listed as "net entitlements" in Federal Reports--all 
other P, L. 815 figures are listed as "Reserve Funds," 


**These figures are listed as "net entitlements" in Federal Reports, 


1/ The listing for P. L. 815 is cummulative, There are approximately ten 
applicants currently participating under this law, 
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